Secretary of State for Health,

Richmond House,

79, Whitehall, 

London         SW1A 2NS

March 2011.

Dear Secretary of State,
Healthy Lives, Healthy People

Response to the Government’s White Paper consultations

As an environmental health practitioner my response to your public health consultation is that I support your ambition to improve public health and reduce health inequalities. I am pleased that you are adopting the key findings of the Marmot Review, Fair Society, Healthy Lives.

Environmental health practitioners want to be part of the new public health service and I do urge you to recognise that the work we do already contributes to your public health objectives. We particularly welcome the greater emphasis on the use of the Joint Strategic Needs Assessment and the role of the new Health & Wellbeing Boards.

However, current spending cuts are seriously reducing the very capacity that the new public health service in England will need. Please express your support for those environmental health practitioners who work in local government, the NHS, the Health Protection Agency and other government agencies, voluntary and not for profit organisations and the private sector to make sure there is an adequate workforce to meet your ambitions.

Please also ensure that when you launch the new service there will be sufficient funding for all the tasks that need doing – at both the national and local levels – and please also ensure that the funding is fairly distributed, with the greatest help going to the poorest areas.

I strongly urge you to make it a statutory duty for all the public health partners to co-operate and work together. The special challenge of delivering the new service in areas of England where local government comprises two-tiers illustrates why this is an essential requirement. With this duty in place, the environmental health workforce, as a key element of the wider public health workforce, will have the competence and commitment  to make the new arrangements successful, 

At the national level, I support the recommendations of the Chartered Institute of Environmental Health for there to be a Chief Environmental Health Officer for England, to support your Chief Medical Officer, and an advisory forum to oversee the work of Public Health England.

Yours sincerely,

