Outbreak investigation )

" Agency
Preventing further cases is the priority

If possible render safe by isolating or
switching off first

Sample

Precautionary disinfection or clean and
disinfection

Switch back on if essential, otherwise
leave off until safety is confirmed



Legionelae can be found in a wide variety of water emvimnments, where
they thiive at temperatures from 25 ® to 50 *C. Outbreaks of lsgionellosis
penerally cause a high level of morbidity and mortality in the people affactad,
and therefore the suspicdon of an outbreak warmants iImmediate action.

This book provides a compmeshensive overview of the sounces, scology and
Iaboratory detection of legionedias. It provides guidance on risk assessment
and risk management of potentially hazardous environments, and identifies
the necessary measures to prevent (or adequately control) the risk of
exposura to legionellae for each environment. The book also reviews policles
and practice for outbreak managament, and the institutional roles and
responsibilites of an outbreak control team.

The development of this publication was guided by the recommend ations
of an axpant meeting held in London, in June 2002, and a series of critical
review prooesses undertaken by leading exparts inthe field. The resultis a
DONSANSLUS amang an unprecadentad group of axperts, bringing togather all
aspects of the issues sumoundng legionalosis — prevenion of the disease,
emdrmonmental managemeant, taxonomy, chamcteristics of the omganism
mesponsible for the disease, symptoms and treatment.

With increasing awansness of legional osis around the world, this book will
be useful to all those concemed with Legionala and heaith, incl uding envinon-
mental and public health officars, health-care workers, the travel industry,
mesearchers and spacial interest groups.
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