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Economy, Politics and getting it done



Why shouldn’t the government 
spend abroad?

We have 
problems 
here too

We are in a 
recession!!

Spend it on our 
unemployed and 

youth!!
RECESSION!!!

!!!!!

Reduce health 
inequalities and 
deprivation here 

first!



The big figures...



Cuts, cuts, cuts 





Ring fenced international 
development





So why continue with international 
development?





“Mutual benefits”



Economic and strategic reasons

• Emerging markets

• Human health capital

• Development aid creates employment

• Strategic: shifting power bases



Security

• Tier 1 threats include: acts of international 
terrorism, hostile attacks on UK cyberspace, 
major natural hazards or pandemics

• Significant reductions through international 
development



Health

• “Tropical” diseases are not so tropical 
anymore

• Rise in TB and other communicable diseases

• SARs

• All coming on UK shores



Benefits to individuals, institutions 
and organisations

• Various skills attuned

• Confidence, leadership skills increased

• Cultural awareness

• Enhanced reputation of organisations



How to get involved



Health partnerships...

• Organic growth

• Strategic

• Existing partnerships
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