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Special Procedures: Part 4 of the Act

• Special Procedures include 

Acupuncture, Body Piercing, 

Electrolysis and Tattooing

• Intention is to embed these 

procedures, before adding other 

ones (aesthetic and therapeutic)

• Based on industry consultation and 

documented health risks, although 

lack of academic research. 

Primary aim to drive up standards, provide 

a level play field for businesses and reduce 

associated health risks



• If you undertake a prescribed special 
procedure in Wales you will need a 
licence

– 3 year or 7 day licence

– The licence conditions will be 
commensurate with risk 

– You will be required to demonstrate a 
knowledge of

• Infection control

• First aid 

• Requirements of the Act

– You will be required to have a licence 
whether you operate a business or not

– You only need one licence to operate 
anywhere in Wales

– Working on one national licence fee

What does the law say?



• The premises where you operate from 
will need to be approved
– Set of criteria which the premises must 

comply before approval authorised

– Criteria will be commensurate with risk

– Guidance will be provided to help 
compliance

– ‘Premises’ includes domestic premises, 
vehicle, tent, commercial building

• A special procedures register required to 
be maintained by local authorities

• Stricter enforcement powers
– Unlimited fines and a range of formal legal 

notices

– Licences will be revoked  

What does the law say?



www.cymru.gov.uk

Key summary points

• An individual licence
• Practitioner

• Licence conditions will be specific to the procedures

• Premises Approval Certificate
• Practitioner (business/premises owner)

• Manager or premises owner

• Approval conditions will be specific to the procedures

Both conditions will be commensurate with risk



• Industry and trade associations

• EHOs, CIEH and local authorities

• Public Health Wales

• Medical professionals

• Royal Society of Public Health 

• Stakeholders outside Wales (London and the Midlands)

Engagement Groups

Task and Finish Groups

Improving our network nationally and throughout the UK

Who are we working with?



• Section 62 (2) requires ‘the applicant to demonstrate a 
knowledge of –
– Infection control and first aid

– Duties of the licence holder under the Act

• Proposed that this requirement will be fulfilled by:
– Provision of specific assessed infection control training

– Practitioner interview as part of the individual licence application

• Principles 
– Accessible, consistent, comparable

– Support a level playing field

– Enable minimisation of public health risk

The Training Requirement



Level 2 Award in Infection Prevention and Control

A knowledge and understanding of;

• the importance of infection control and prevention,

• associated infectious and non-infectious hazards,

• good infection practice and controls based upon an 

awareness of the chain of infection and standard infection 

control precautions.



• Updating current registers

• Helping with maintaining industry awareness

• Resourcing and officer competency

• Cross boundary working

What are Environmental Health doing?
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The Benefits

• Update inadequate existing 

legislation.

• Improved enforcement 

powers.

• Promotes a consistent 

approach to enforcement

• Higher consistent standards.

• Support a level playing field 

for businesses.

• Flexibility to address ‘new 

threats’.

• Improved public access to 

information.
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What happens next?

Continued proactive engagement



Diolch yn fawr
Thank you very much
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