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Overview of CIEH policy priorities Chartered Institute of %

Environmental Health &

Improve standards and safety of
housing, especially in the private rented
sector

Eliminate excess cold and improve
energy efficiency of homes

Improve access, affordability and
security of housing

Ensure housing built today is fit for the
future



HHSRS review

CIEH conducted 2 surveys of EHP views
on the Rating System since 2017

Results of first survey submitted to HLG s
Select Committee

The Committee published a
recommendation to review HHSRS

Government agreed to a review of
HHSRS but wanted to do this in 2 parts

Our survey data was used to inform our
submission to scoping review

CIEH gained a seat on the MHCLG

project board for the review .

¢ ©
Next part of review is likely to start in
early 2020
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First survey (2017)

Nearly all respondents wanted an =

update to HHSRS (97%), many wanted s
updates to Operating and Enforcement ’
guidance, as well as worked examples.

Second survey (2019)

Whilst support for HHSRS is still high
(71%), there is also significant interest
in minimum standards (81%)

Around 60% of respondents wanted
both HHSRS and minimum standards

We therefore asked for the full review
of HHSRS to explore minimum
standards alongside HHSRS
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HHSRS review — Option selected Chartered Insttute of {2

Environmental Health ‘ﬁ’;

Update Operating Guidance & develop a
new set of Worked Examples

Review and update the current HHSRS
Enforcement Guidance and Part 1 of the
Housing Act 2004.

Review the current HHSRS assessor
training, including a new HHSRS -
competency framework

Develop new standards that could be
incorporated into the HHSRS process

Amalgamation and/or removal of some
of the existing hazard profiles

New guidance for landlords and tenants

Investigate the use of digital technology
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CIEH published a joint report with the
Chartered Institute of Housing in
January 2019

Gained a seat on the MHCLG project
board for the Government review

Government commissioned review
published in July 2019

Government have not yet accepted
recommendations or formally
responded




National registration for PRS

A new campaign calling on the
Government to commit to introducing a
mandatory national registration scheme
for all rented properties

We believe this would:

Give tenants better information and
assurance

Contribute to better information for Las
and better regulation of the sector

Focus LA attention on
unregistered/rogue landlords if linked
to civil penalties
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N ey T iy T i
Proposals are to: _—

open the database to the public and

Expand the remit of the database and
banning orders

However, no proposals to make the
entry of data mandatory to ensure the
database is complete

So we have used this consultation as an
opportunity to mention the need for a
national registration scheme
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In England today there are 2.5
million households living in fuel
poverty.

This means that more than one in
ten of all households are pushed
into poverty because of the costs of
meeting their basic need to keep
warm.

There were 50k excess winter
deaths last year EWDs last year
and around a third of these are
directly linked to cold homes

Housing also contributes to 14%
of UK carbon emissions
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Update of strategy being led by BEIS.

Present strategy made little progress -

whilst the fuel poverty gap has gone
down, the overall number of people
in fuel poverty has gone up.

Key proposal is a change in metrics
from relative to absolute, which means
that:

Once those in fuel poverty reach Band
C they are no longer deemed to be ‘fuel
poor’

The new metric increases the total
number of people in fuel poverty
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Principles:

Better links between fuel poverty and
sustainability (Industrial Strategy and
net zero target)

Provision for vulnerable groups not
deemed fuel poor (disabled, young, old
and those with health conditions)

Worst-first principle of helping those in
greatest fuel poverty

Retain the statutory fuel poverty target
(Band C by the end of 2030) and the
supporting interim milestones of Band E
by 2020 and Band D by 2025.

Interventions must be cost-effective
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CIEH response:
Central Government funding is missing!

We call for health outcomes to be part
of an additional metric to measure
success

Most proposals in the consultation are
positive but no prioritisation between
these

No clarity on future trajectory for MEES

Milestones for 2025 are not measurable
and have no teeth to force early action




PRS innovation and enforcement fund Chartered Institute o

Environmental Heal

MHCLG have launched a bidding round
for £3.8m of funding to support local
authorities’ work to support good
landlords, enforce against rogue
landlords and tackle poor property
standards.

The bidding process is open until T
1 December 2019 }

=t

Bids of any size welcome including
joint authority bids.

Further information available from
Will Crabtree at



mailto:RLEgrantfund@communities.gov.uk?subject=PRS%20Innovation%20and%20Enforcement%20Grants
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The Bill has fallen due to the General
Election, however the Bill had a...

Lack of ambition around targets for
air quality
Only 2 targets are required (PM2.5 &
any other AQ)
No alignment to WHO guidelines

Lack of urgency and independence in
the process for setting targets

Power and decision-making
concentrated with SofS

Secondary legislation not laid until Oct
2022 and minimum 15 year target
would take us to 2037




Environment Bill

Local air quality management
framework (Clause 67 /Schedule 12)

New duty for all LAs and ‘relevant
public bodies’ to cooperate is welcome

Ring-fenced funding for LAs needed

Responsibilities for improving air
quality must extend to all relevant
national bodies

The Bill should introduce a ‘clean air
duty’ requiring all levels of government
and all public bodies to factor air quality
into their decision-making, including
targets for relevant national agencies.

For example, Highways England.

Chartered Institute of

Environmental Health %




E n VI ro n m e nt Bl I | Chartered Institute o

Environmental Health

Smoke control in England and Wales
(Clause 68/Schedule 13)

Welcome the proposals around
controlling smoke from domestic
chimneys.

Environmental recall of motor
vehicles (Clauses 69-72)

This power needs to be used by SofS

However, this provision is only one part
of a suite of proposals needed in order
to reduce emissions and pollution from
personal vehicles.

Transparent, accountable and fully
independent regulators for the
environment across UK




CIEH Noise Survey

Relaunched in 2019 after a break of 2
years.

New digital submission and simplified
questions covering England and Wales

Response rates have increased to
2009/2010 levels

The only source of data on the work
that LAs and EH do to resolve noise
complaints

Used by PHE & DEFRA in official
datasets

Data to be published early in the New
Year

Please help to spread the word for next
year!
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Henry Dimbleby appointed to oversee
wide-ranging independent review of
food-related policy

Call for evidence was open until 25
October & submissions were limited to
1000 words

CIEH submitted a response and also
coordinated a response by the
Environmental Policy Forum

Final recommendations to be published
Summer 2020

Government committed to publishing
White Paper responding to review 6
months after publication

Henry Dimbleby to review progress 12
months after White Paper
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Enhancing food safety and standards

The Strategy should speed up the
introduction of mandatory display of
FHRs in England to drive up food safety
standards and empower consumers to
make more informed choices.

However, this must be accompanied
with measures to ensure local

authorities have sufficient resources
and capacity to sustain the scheme.

Public support for display is high (87%)

In England, only 52% of businesses
display their FHRCs compared to 87%
in Wales and 84% in NI, where this is
mandatory.
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Enhancing food safety and standards

The Food Strategy should endorse a
holistic approach to food regulation
whereby the same food law
enforcement officer is responsible for
food standards and food hygiene.

Food sampling is a vital source of
intelligence for regulators and a crucial
part of our food standards system.

However, between 2012-13 and 2017-
18, sampling fell by 34%, and in 2018-
19, 21 English local authorities did not
carry out any sampling at all.

FSA ceased its national sampling
programme in 2017/18 (£9.5 million)
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Ensuring the safety and security of
the UK food supply

There are over 50 separate EU
Directives and Regulations that govern
food standards in the UK and more than
40% of all legislation coming out of EU
is food related.

Free trade deals with non-EU countries
could therefore present a number of
potential risks to UK food safety and
standards.

The Strategy must include measures to
ensure that high food standards are
maintained or improved post-Brexit and
in any future trade deals.
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Food production and sustainability

The Strategy must include measures to
ensure everyone can access affordable
and nutritious food. An estimated 10.2
million people in the UK live in “food
deserts”.

Every year the UK wastes an estimated
10 million tonnes of food, 70% of which
was intended to be consumed by
people.

The NFS should include a plan for the
UK to meet its commitment to halving
food loss and waste throughout the
system by 2030 as per targets in the
UN Sustainable Development Goals.
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Food production and sustainability

Climate change presents a serious
challenge for our food and agricultural
systems, and therefore risks to the
public.

Agriculture contributes to 10% of the
UK'’s greenhouse gas emissions; (in
Northern Ireland it is much higher at
27%) and the Government has set net-
zero greenhouse gas emission targets
for 2050.

Meeting these targets will require
radical shifts in the way our food is
produced, distributed and consumed.
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Interest amongst some
Parliamentarians is growing

Two debates earlier this year and a new
APPG

CIEH teamed up with the Institute of %
Licensing to launch a survey of

regulators in September N\
Over 250 responses in just under a

month. p—

Strong support for CIEH calls from the
professions

Analysing feedback and will utilise .
results in our campaigning work early
next year.
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We always welcome our members’
input on different issues.

Get involved in our policy work and
consultation responses:

policy@cieh.org

Sign up for our member newsletters
on MyCIEH by joining any of our 5
communities on housing, H&S, food,
EP and PH

See our Manifesto for EH on our
website: Policy > Policy reports and
parliamentary briefings



Questions
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