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Outline

• To explain the role of EHPs at the Port.  

• Describing the main Bristol Port Health functions:

- Infectious disease control;

- Ship Sanitation Certification;

- Imported food – point of entry for 3rd Country & EU food.

• How these arise and illustrating these where necessary.  

Link this to the role of the inland EHP.  
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Bristol PHA jurisdiction 





Infectious disease control

• Port Health legal powers:  

• Public Health (Ships) Regulations 1979, as amended         

2007.   

• Powers to: Inspect, Maritime Declarations of Health,

• require to be moored in specific location,

• detain vessel for medical inspection, 

• remove/isolate a person(s), apply boarding restrictions. 



 



Covid-19 response

• Early February MDoH mandatory for all shipping arrivals.

Extensive crew movements by air;

• Initially notification of passengers/crew that had been in 
Wuhan / Hubei province or contact with a confirmed case;

• Then Iran, Rep of Korea, any Italian town under 
containment measures.  Latterly all Italy;





Covid-19 response

• Extensive contact with PHE, Port Operator & Occ Health 
provider, Port Police, Coastguard, UKBF, shipping agents & 
pilots, other UK ports.  Notice to Mariners;

• Regular communications to all parties. Assisting with flow 
of essential trade;

• Covid-19 case management.  

• Crew movement & welfare.  Vessels under lay-up.  Shore 
leave.





Covid-19 response
• 14 day quarantine introduced.  Seafarers exempt; private 

yachts.  Repatriations & guidance to vessels.  Work with 
UKBF.



Ship Sanitation Certificates

– Every ship arriving from a foreign Port must have a 

current SSC – exemption or control;

– Both are valid for 6 Months;

– Cost depends upon GT  (size of vessel) –up to 

£680 cost.

– Bristol PHA = an Authorised Port with WHO;

– Approx. 2500 ship arrivals / year at Bristol.







SSCs …main areas covered

• Infectious disease;

• Food hygiene and storage;

• Medical provision;

• Sewage treatment systems;

• Potable water quality;

• Legionella control;

• Pest control – throughout vessel;

• International catering waste (ICW);

• Crew welfare.









Imported Food Control

• E.U.  Foodstuffs – free right of movement within all 27 

member states;

• Interested in 3rd Country imports.  EU Exit from 2021;

• Smarter Rules for Safer Food since 14/12/19. The 

Official Controls Regulation (EU) 2017/625 is the 

public health regulation.  Official controls at all stages 

of the food chain.  



FOAO & FNAO imports

• Border Control Posts (BCPs) – FOAO & high-risk 

FNAO;

• Common Health Entry Document – CHED / CVED;

• OVS / OFI – FOAO;

• The Official Feed & Food Controls Regs 2009 & Trade 

in Animals and Related Products Regs 2011, as 

amended, enact into UK law.  



Food of Animal Origin

Definition includes:-

• meat products and preparations;

• fishery products;

• fresh meat and poultry;

• dairy products;

• honey;

• Animal products NHC:-

• raw skins and hides, wool, animal hair;

• flours/meals/pellets of meat/meat 
offal/fish/crustacea/molluscs;

• Pet food, dog chews.  



FNAO…

• Some foodstuffs high-risk and must be imported through a 

BCP;

• Commission Implementing Regulation 2019/1793;

• Annexe 1 - temporary enhanced controls;

• Annexe 2 - safeguard measures. 

• FSA Foodstuffs with current EU restrictions:-

https://www.food.gov.uk/sites/default/files/media/document/tabl

e-of-foodstuffs-with-current-eu-restrictions-may-2020.pdf

https://www.food.gov.uk/sites/default/files/media/document/table-of-foodstuffs-with-current-eu-restrictions-may-2020.pdf


Imported food consignments



Manifest screening







Commercial documentation:



Commercial documentation:

















Questions?


